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CITY OF RIVERSIDE
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HUMAN RESOURCES DEPARTMENT City Council

CLASSIFICATION SPECIFICATION

TITLE: SENIOR BUILDING INSPECTOR

DEFINITION 

Under general supervision, to supervise and perform office and combination field inspection work in the

enforcement of regulations regarding structural, housing, electrical, and plumbing construction; to review plans

and issue building permits; and to perform related work as required.

REPORTS TO: Assistant Building Official

SUPERVISION RECEIVED AND EXERCISED 

Rec eives  gene ral su perv ision f rom  the A ssis tant B uilding  Offic ial.

Exercises close to general supervision over Building Inspectors.

EXAMPLES OF DUTIES  

Typical duties may include, but are not limited to, the following:

• Review  perm it applications  and ac com panying pla ns and  specifica tions for c onform ance w ith approp riate

codes  and reg ulations. 

• Review  perm it applications  and pre pare pe rmits. 

• Assign inspection work to building inspection staff.

• Reso lve conflicts  betwee n inspec tors and  contrac tors or pro perty own ers. 

• Perform  more  difficult field insp ection as signm ents. 

• Prepa re enfor cem ent corre spond ence a nd inspe ction repo rts. 

• Confe r with contra ctors an d prope rty owners  regardin g propo sed wo rk. 

• Interpret c odes a nd ordina nces. 

• Investiga te prope rty owners hip in case s involving u nsafe a nd illegal con ditions. 

• Rese arch ne w and re vised co nstruction  meth ods an d ma terials in the trad es and  industries . 

• Notify con tractors o f chang es in cod es and  ordinanc es. 

• Coord inate inspe ction activities w ith other C ity departm ents an d divisions , and with o utside ag encies. 

• Supervise, train, and evaluate assigned staff.

QUALIFICATIONS 

Know ledge of:  

• Methods, practices, materials, equipment, safety hazards associated with construction, remodeling, and

repair. 
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• Possible defects and faults in construction in the field of assignment and of standard testing devices and

meth ods as  well as co rrective m easure s.  

• Applicab le local, state, a nd fede ral regulato ry codes  and stan dards. 

• Principles  of supe rvision, training , and per form ance e valuation. 

Ability to:  

• Unde rstand a nd interpre t plans an d spec ifications. 

• Detect and locate defective construction and to ascertain the stage of construction when defects are most

easily found and remedied and  the ability to impart these techniques to inspection staff.

• Enforc e code s with firm ness, tact, and im partiality. 

• Com mun icate clear ly and conc isely, orally and in wr iting. 

• Supervise, train, and evaluate assigned staff.

Education and Experience: 

Any com binat ion of  expe rienc e and  educ ation  that w ould lik ely pro vide th e req uired  kno wledge an d abilitie s is

qualifying.  A typica l way to obtain th e know ledge an d abilities wou ld be:  

Education: Equivalent to completion of twelfth grade and possession of an Inspector's Certificate in the

area of assignment from the International Conference of Building Officials.

Experience: Two yea rs' of com bination bu ilding inspec tion expe rience fo r a public ag ency. 

MEDICAL CATEGORY:  Group 1

NECESSARY SPECIAL REQUIREMENT

Posse ssion of  or ability to obtain an  approp riate, valid Ca lifornia m otor vehic le operato r's license . 

CAREER ADVANCEMENT OPPORT UNITIES

FROM: Senior Building Inspector 

TO: Assistant Building Official


